
Minutes of the Mental Health Link Network Meeting

16th September 2008

Attendance 

Matt Fellows
Remploy

Sandra Taylor
Asha Centre

Elle Etherington
Creative Support

Adrian Chadwick
WMHPT

Jan Searle
Homestart North East Worcester

Chris Marsh
Worcs MHPTrust

Sandra Crawford
Age Concern Droitwich and District

Rebecca Woodcock
The Edward Parry Centre

Heather Coughlin
Primrose Hospice

Jane Myring
Primrose Hospice

Lesley Wells
WMHPT

Marie Marlow-Greene
WMHPT

Lorna Gilbert
Maggs Day Centre

Annette Cummings
Tripod

Bob Leverett
Mind

Steve Rooke
Centrepoint

Claire Osbourne-Wade
Centrepoint

Max Shepherd
WMHPT (Spiritual & Pastoral Care)

Jacquie Nuttall
WMHN

Jane Taylor 
Community First

Andrea Cooper 
Community First (Minutes)

Apologies

John Paxton
Diocese of Worcester

Peter Jordan
WMHPT

Jo Anderson
WRASAC

Robert Barlow         
Rural Stress Network
Belinda Darby
Homestart Wyre Forest

Margaret Jones
Homestart Worcester & Wychavon

1. Welcome and Apologies 

Jane welcomed the group and introductions were made. Apologies were given as above.

Apologies were also given for the guest speaker, Jonathan Monk, as he was unable to attend at the last minute. Jonathan will join us at our next meeting in December. Thanks go to Matt Fellows from Remploy, who has stepped in at the last minute to give us an “Introduction to Remploy and Pathways to Work”.

2. Agree Previous Minutes/Matters Arising

The minutes were agreed as being an accurate reflection of the previous meeting.

Matters Arising:  
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· Talk Group Forum – The development of the website is now ongoing. It is hoped that this area will be up and running by the end of this year or early next year.

· Increase statutory representation at meetings – This has been implemented over the last couple of meetings. Jane was happy to welcome Adrian Chadwick of WMHPT to his first meeting.

· Meetings have been extended to include a member’s presentation.
· The updated version of the Terms of Reference is now on our website for you to download.
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· Members Updates: Malvern Mind – There were concerns raised at the last meeting that Sheffield House may be closed and sold off to a private owner. The latest information is that Sheffield House is not closing, it is being kept by the Trust as a supported housing scheme based on the same system as Franche Road in Kidderminster. 

3. County Updates

· Joint Commissioning Strategy

As you may be aware we have been involved in the consultation for the Joint Commissioning Strategy. There has now been a published document which is available on our website.
· Mental Health Liaison Service
There is an early draft specification out for development of a Mental Health Liaison Service. (Copies available from Jane Taylor)
· Mental Health First Aid Conference (MHFA)
The first National MHFA England Conference is due to be held on Wednesday 10th December 2008 at the Queen Elizabeth 11 Conference Centre, London. This one day event will be the launch of the English MHFA National Training Programme. We are hoping to have 5/6 Tutors trained from the voluntary sector in Mental Health First Aid. If anyone is interested in this please speak to Jane Taylor. 

4. Introduction to Remploy and Pathways to Work

· Matt Fellows of Remploy gave a very informative presentation of the work of Remploy and talked members through the Pathways to Work programme.
5. Members Updates
· MHLN
Jane informed everyone that there was a Network Briefing session coming up on the 5th November from 10am – 12pm at PYPLC in Worcester. Colin Vines from CSIP will be doing a presentation on Mental Health Legislation. 
Age Concern Droitwich & District

Sandra Crawford said they have lost Worcestershire County Council funding. They no longer have contracts for two major areas. Age Concern managed to get a strategic grant for some day centres until April 2009. Age Concern need to get a grant to keep Granthan House in Droitwich. The Information Centre is safe until 2010 and the Well Check Service is safe. The Age Concerns are bidding together in consortium in order to acquire grants, they are beginning a tendering process for the Home Support Services. The Gardening/Handy Man Service is no longer funded which is a real blow after all the work involved in getting it going.  Sandra is also due to retire in March. 

· Homestart North East Worcester
Jan Searle told the group that their funding ended in April 2008, which caused them to lose staff hours but they continued to maintain the same level of service. 
· WMHN
Jacquie Nuttall said that their contracts were in the same state. They have a three year rolling contract and are commissioned by Worcestershire County Council to work with all the PCTs. The Network seem to be spending more time on Strategic Development rather than Service Delivery. 
· The Edward Parry Centre

Rebecca Woodcock said they had lost one of the courses they put on – Stepping Stone into Education. All of these have been pulled. They have also lost a line Manager to Remploy.
· Tripod

Annette Cummings said they had received funding for an assistant Chef. They have been going on numerous outings including go-carting and quad biking. Service users pay for the outings. Some outings planned for the next couple of months are – a toboggan party in Snowdonia and a Theatre Trip.
· WMHPT

1. Adrian Chadwick reported that the Dementia Strategy had gone out for consultation. The Older Adult Trust was working with Early Intervention to send specific teams to work across the County providing a proper system of support regarding Psychological Therapies. 
2. Lesley Wells of Adult Services said that Sansome Place was now getting up and running but there would be limited places for service users in Worcester City.  Marie Marlow-Greene reported that they are holding a Food & Mood Public Awareness Stall at the Angel Centre on 10th October where they will have samples from Greengrocers and Supermarkets.
3. Max Shepherd said that on the 1st April he started giving Spiritual and Pastoral Care to inpatient service users.
· Centrepoint

Steve Rooke said that they deal with a lot of Mental Health issues. They have a Care Leaver project based in Redditch. Worcester wide, 60% of homelessness young people come from care. They do plays around Social Exclusion, Mental Health issues and Birth of the Bully. They are launching an on-line survey targeting those in care sectioned under the Mental Health Act. They have received a Camelot Foundation Award for £2,000 and have designed a job description for the Ideal Support Worker during an assembly at Arundel School. 
· Maggs Day Centre

Lorna Gilbert explained that Maggs is an open access day centre for homeless people in Worcester. They are looking to be open for people over the winter months from 15th December until the middle of March. They normally open from 7.30am until 2pm but they are hoping to open from 5pm until 9pm in the evenings as well. They are appealing for help over the Christmas period if anyone is available or knows of someone who will be interested.
· Asha Centre

Sandra Taylor said that Asha’s funding is in a much better situation than this time last year. Lynn Fife joined Asha this week as a Director bringing 38 years of experience. Creative Support

Elle Etherington said that they had recently filled the position in Bromsgrove of Senior Support Worker.
· Malvern Mind

Bob Leverett reminded everyone about the World Mental Health Day on 8th October. There will be a Food & Mood display outside the Waitrose Store. 
· Primrose Hospice

Heather Coughlin said that they had moved out of the Statutory Sector and that they are very enthusiastic about coming to the Voluntary Sector. They have just appointed a new Chaplain and Jane has been appointed as Councillor. 
6. “Having your Say” – How to get involved in WMHPTrust

Chris Marsh gave a presentation on PALS (Patient Advice and Liaison Services) a complaints and communication service. There is an explanatory leaflet called “Roses or Raspberries” available. For further information contact Chris on 01905 681517 or e-mail to Pals@worcsmhp.nhs.uk . The MHPT Partnership Forum will be holding their first meeting in November.

The Foundation Trust the consultation period runs from 27th September until 19th December. If you would like to become a member of The Foundation Trust, please contact  Chris. If you would like Chris to attend any of your meetings to discuss either of the above topics she will be very happy to do so. 
8. Date for next Meeting 

5th December from 9.30am – 12.15pm at PYPLC followed by lunch.
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