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GUIDANCE SHEET FIVE
Eligibility Criteria for Personal Budgets-FACS and the RAS
What is personalisation?

Personalisation means starting with the person as an individual with strengths, preferences and aspirations. Personalisation is about giving people much more choice and control over their lives. It is far wider than simply giving personal budgets to people eligible for council funding. Personalisation means addressing the needs and aspirations of whole communities to ensure everyone has access to the right information, advice and advocacy to make informed choices about the support they need. It means ensuring that people have services such as transport, leisure and education, housing, health and opportunities for employment regardless of age or disability. (Abbreviated from Personalisation : a rough guide SCIE)
Eligibility criteria for Personal Budgets :

· Personal budgets (and Direct Payments) are only available to mental health service users who meet the eligibility criteria for local authority social care services.
· Local authorities assess someone’s eligibility for services against a nationally determined criteria known as Fair Access to Care Services (FACS).
· Each local authority will determine its level for accessing services based on the national criteria-this will vary from authority to authority but should be made clear to those seeking help.
· If eligible for services an individual may qualify for a personal budget. The amount of money is determined through a local Resource Allocation System (RAS).
· Some authorities have a separate RAS for mental health but many adopt a universal RAS that covers all client groups and attempts to ensure an equitable approach to all.
· Whilst some mental health service users may not be eligible for a personal budget all should be assisted in accord with the principles of personalisation.
· The national FACS criteria were revised in 2010 and have a greater emphasis on promoting recovery.
Recommended resources to help understand FACS and RAS
(Note: All the resources listed can be obtained in an electronic format by emailing mike.murkin@swdc.org.uk )
· Facts about FACS 2010: A guide to fair access to care services (SCIE)
· Fair Access to Care Services (FACS)-your questions answered (SCIE)
· Common Resource Allocation Framework-ADASS
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