Minutes Mental Health Link Network 
3rd of March 2009
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Previous Minutes 

Were agreed as an accurate record

County Update 
Jane Taylor updated the group on a range of training opportunities and mental health initiatives.

Guest Speaker 

Ben Visser, Care Programme Approach Manager, for WMHPT gave the group a presentation on the current changes to CPA in Worcestershire.

Member Speaker 
Sandra Taylor gave a history of Asha’s development and a summary of current services at the centre which empower women to take control of their lives. Annie Murphy also mentioned that Sunday the 8th March is Women’s Day which will champion womens issues nationally.
Member Updates
WMHPT

Spiritual and Pastoral Care 

Max Shepherd updated the group on liaison work with local churches and faith groups as part of the Trusts move towards Foundation status.

The newly named Robertson Centre (formally D block) in Kidderminster is also currently working with an artist at the site.
Housing Support
Sarah-Jane Badger explained she now had a new role with the Trust as a Housing Support Worker, offering a wide range of support to those wishing to secure or keep housing. Sarah’s role covers Worcester city only but the service is county wide. This is a new role - for more info contact Sarah-Jane: sarah.badger@worcsmhp.nhs.uk
Vocational Services 
Pete Jordan reported that the Trusts Exemplar Employer project, which aims to support people to re-enter employment, was making good progress. Paid work opportunities, involving training, are now being developed. Pilots are now underway and a formal launch of the project will take place in April.

Rethink Malvern

Bridie Phillips informed the group that Rethink had now moved to Avenue Road in Malvern.

Diocese of Worcs

John Paxton updated the group on the work he was doing with Worcs Assoc of Carers to raise awareness of caring. Resource packs, covering details of the role of the carer/caring issues have been circulated to local churches and this will be followed up with a radio feature on the 14th June.
John also told the group about a stress awareness workshop that was being delivered to local clergy.

WASU

John Tempest told the group about a WASU information event at Perdiswell on 31st March which would cover: Safe Guarding Adults and Choice and Control. 

Next Meeting June 24th at PYPC
Guest Speaker John Paxton and Max Shepherd

Member Speaker Maggs Day Centre 
