Minutes of the Mental Heath Link Network Meeting

4th June 2008

Apologies

Sandra Crawford
Age Concern Droitwich Spa & District

Kumbi Mandinyenya
Alzheimer’s Society

Steve Rooke
Centrepoint

Linda Clarke
Onside

Rachel Glover-Winfield
Rethink

Jacquie Nuttall
WMHN

Sheila Thomas
WMH Partnership

Denise Griffiths
WRASAC

Present

Annie Murphy
Asha

Sandra Taylor
Asha

Jane Taylor
Community First

John Paxton
Diocese of Worcester

Lorna Gilbert
Maggs Day Centre

Bob Leverett
Malvern MIND

Colin Warren
Onside Independent Advocacy

Laura O’Hanlon
Primrose Hospice

Bridie Phillips
Rethink Malvern
Annette Cummings
Tripod

Peter Jordan
WMHPT
Chris Marsh
WMHPT

Lesley Wells
WMHPT

Maria Marlow Greene
WMHPT

Mel Smith
Worcester YMCA

John Ingles
Worcester YMCA

Guests

Andrea Cooper
Community First

Elaine Howard
WMHPT

Welcome & Apologies

Jane Taylor welcomed everyone present and introduced the speaker, Elaine Howard, Service Manager, Worcestershire Mental Health Partnership Trust, Worcestershire Prison In-reach Team. Apologies were given as above.

Previous Minutes 

The previous minutes were accepted as correct with the exception of the following changes: -

· Pg 1 – Point 3; Tripod …had a new Chef employed.

· Pg 2 – Point 3; MHPT …Public Manager Chris.
Matters Arising

Pg 2 – Point 4; Remploy – Jennifer Harvey said that Remploy were keen to join the Mental Health Link Network.

An Overview of the Worcestershire Prison In-reach Service

Elaine Howard gave a talk on the Worcestershire Prison In-reach Service. For a copy of the slides presented, please contact Jane Taylor at janet@comfirst.org.uk or phone 01684 312730.
The question and answer session that followed raised several issues for members. Jane 
said she would be happy to take forward any ideas/issues to the PCT. Elaine agreed it would be a good idea if someone from the Prison In-reach Team could be nominated to attend our meetings.
Mental Health Development Project Update

Mental Health Link Network Review/Key Recommendations
Copies of the review report have been posted out to all Members. It can also be downloaded from the MHLN website. Jane went on to discuss the key recommendations (page 10): -
· The idea of a Talk Group Forum.

Unanimous agreement to go ahead with this idea.

· Increase Statutory representation at meetings.

Unanimous agreement to approach Statutory organisations to invite them to join the Network.
·  Extend the time of meetings to include a member’s presentation.

Unanimous agreement to start the meeting earlier in order to include presentations from both an external speaker and a member organisation. The latter presentation should only be about 15 minutes long. Volunteers for the next two meetings are – Chris Marsh of WMHPT on the 16th September; John Ingles of Worcester YMCA in December.

· Update Terms of Reference.

Unanimous agreement to add details about the role of members within the Network to the Terms of Reference. These are now available to download from our website.
· Quality
A bench marking exercise with CSIP was undertaken during the review. This raised whether we need some sort of quality statement – how we measure quality – which could be included in the terms of reference. There was unanimous agreement for this suggestion.
Joint Commissioning Update
As part of the implementation of the joint commissioning strategy advisory groups have been set up. A Dementia group has had VCS input from the Alzheimer’s Society. Relate have also had an invitation to the new Improving Access Psychological Therapy advisory group. Both groups are new consultative groups that will feed into the new joint commissioning framework. The final draft of the Joint Commissioning Strategy for Mental Health will be released in the Autumn.
Training

There are changes to the qualification, licensing and professional development required for adult education teachers. This will have an impact if you are teaching at NVQ level, as you will need further training.  For more information contact Louise Jones, Learning and Skills Officer at Community First regarding “Preparing to Teach in the Lifelong Learning Sector” (PTLLS). Lou’s details are louisej@comfirst,org.uk
Links

There is a new service in replacement of the Public and Patient Involvement Forums which ceased operating on 31st March 08. Worcestershire Local Involvement Network (LINk) is there to help provide residents with a brand new way of having a say and making a difference to health and social services in the county. Individuals, groups and organisations interested in signing up to the Link should visit www.communityvoicesonline.org . People wanting to find out more should call Carrie Chappell at the Shaw Trust on 07779 030554 or e-mail carrie.chappell@shaw-trust.org.uk .

Members Updates

Malvern Mind: Bob Leverett shared concerns about Sheffield House This is an 8-bed inpatient unit in Malvern offering respite for people who do not require hospital administration. Because the step-up, step-down beds were underused Sheffield House is due to be closed down and sold off to a private owner. 
Tripod Redditch:  Tripod are actively trying to get people to access other activities outside Orchard House by putting on a number of events. There is a charge for the events which have been well attended. Some future events are: - Laser tagging in July; Gambling in August; Quad biking in September. 
Rethink: Claire left Rethink last September which meant staff capacity had been an issue. Bridie Phillips said that she joined Rethink at the end of April. They run drop in sessions on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 11am to 12.30pm.
Diocese of Worcester: John Paxton updated the group on the Worcester branch of the Farm Crisis Network which was launched at the Harvest Festival. The network is there to help the farming community that are hit by crisis events such as foot & mouth, floods etc. The network is not organised by the church but the church is heavily involved. The Network is resourced by volunteers who are very busy at the moment due to late payment of subsidies to farmers by the government. For more information about the work of FCN please log on to http://farmcrisisnetwork.org.uk , there is a helpline if you know of anyone who might need it – 0845 367 9990.
YMCA

Mel Smith updated the group on Remploy who will be starting to deliver training to hard to reach groups next week. They are getting new staff in place, although they do have some staff from Mencap who have well established links in the community. They are continuing to develop outreach, back to work and literacy programme
John Ingles has been with the YMCA for 6 months as the Housing Manager. They have a single accommodation hostel with 50 spaces for 16-25 year olds which supports people to move out of dependence into independence.

MAGGS Day Centre

Lorna Gilbert is the newly appointed Manager. Maggs is a general day centre that provides breakfast, lunch and outreach services for street homeless. They also help the homeless get work and/or accommodation.
Onside Advocacy

Colin Warren mentioned that Lifelinks was now rolling out countywide advocacy provision. They are also working on social inclusion by using mainstream community facilities. These include a Music group, Dickenson group and a Fishing group. Colin is happy to work with project workers - either by facilitating new groups or by supporting them with referrals etc.
Primrose Hospice

Laura O’Hanlon said that they have a new Social Worker and a new Chaplain thus providing more services for the Hospice. 

Asha

Annie Murphy said the Conference that was to be held on the 28th March will now be taking place on 21st June. Annie will forward the details to Jane. Asha should have their new Director by the time we meet again in September.
WHMPT: 
Pete is working with individuals on incapacity benefits that wish to return to work. Pete has been using the Remploy scheme for people newly on capacity benefit. He is in the process of drawing up some case studies looking at what services Remploy could offer in preparation for a meeting with them. There was concern that, although members were happy to work in partnership with Remploy the work was not always resourced. Pete said that there is some money available but as it was a small amount it may not have been promoted. 
Chris Marsh said that she would be happy to talk to any groups about her work with PP Involvement Forum and Community Forum.
Any Other Business

Thanks were given to Annie Murphy for her contribution. 
Members thoughts for Speakers for the next meeting

· External – Foundation Trust Consultation; Personalisation Agenda; LINk (perhaps December); Perhaps have September as a Briefing event.
· Internal - Chris Marsh of WMHPT

Date of next MHLN meeting - 16th September 08, 9.30am - 12.15pm Perdiswell Young People’s Leisure Club.
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