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                     An Invitation to get involved.
This is an invitation to become a part of the organizing collective for next Year’s Spring Greens Fair which will be held over the weekend of 5th & 6th of May 2012. After 3 years growing on our nursery site at Jeff & Carey’s, next year we are moving to Staunton on Arrow, near Shobdon where we will be hosted by Edward and Emma Bulmer and family at their home at Court of Noke, from where they also run SEED homes and natural “Pots of Paint”.
We hope to have just 3 seasonally themed social events to keep in touch, develop the ideas as meetings. The first is the aforementioned Scoping Picnic for a couple of hours before sunset on Friday 15th July. It will be a chance to get familiar with the Courtyard layout at Court of Noke, to meet up without any pressure at this stage, get to know each other and ponder the potentials (I’ve got a few ideas which I will share when we are there). 

This new site presents opportunities in creative site-planning to meet the challenges for domestic arrangements such as sewage solutions, stall lay-out, cinema, café and music venues, developing the forums format, encouraging wider circles of people to get involved and use the opportunities for interest groups to promote themselves and their work.

Attached is a non-exaustive list of potential areas of responsibility to be delegated and shared, with a few initial names of known victims alongside. Please look at it and consider what you might like to work and/or be prepared to help develop. Any other suggestions or offers of people and projects are very welcome.
This springgreens@live.co.uk email address and the HiT Alliance web space at New leaf will help us communicate, as will the regular HiT meetings and mailings. I sort of think of Spring Greens as a HiT Alliance working group.
                                                                                                                               Cont’d ….
Future Collective meeting/events could include a “Winter Warmer” perhaps in the form of an Team Transition Quiz Event, any ideas for a venue in Nov/Dec and then an early “Spring Eggy “sort of “New Shootsy” king of event in Feb/March - whatever! 
It is also mooted that we do a Joint Car Boot Stall, target 3 or 4 dates over the remaining summer, get rid of clutter, meet up, fundraise and publicise the Alliance. When & Where?
We have nearly $200 in the kitty (my kitchen draw !) as a result of food donations and car park charges at this years event (thanks Celia & Trish especially). 
I propose establishing a Credit Union group account in Kington for it unless someone has a better idea?
In the longer term we hope to develop the potentials of this event to grow up into small but perfectly formed local green gathering, festival camping style event to inspire and engage a younger generation. 
An associated long-term plan for a 2 week long Sustainable skills Training Camp for young people is also being considered.
Thanks again to Jeff & Carey for being such tolerant hosts and to all those who got stuck in to make Spring Greens 2011 so encouraging, involving and fun. Photos are on Facebook etc.

Richard Fishbourne has recorded a kind of Radio style Podcast interview programme which will shortly be available on the internet along with our web presence on the New Leaf web-site, check it out.
Be in Touch

Richie Cotterill     5-7-11
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