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Here’s the story from Dave Morgan of a much loved but not heavily used 1938 corrugated iron “shed” where the committee decided that photovoltaic panels to generate electricity would be a smart idea….
Getting the money

We got the GreenEarth Energy company in Pontrilas to come out and give us the costing and the technical information needed for the grant application.  The cost was £23,550. We applied for two grants in  September of 2008, each for 50% of the cost..  One was from BRE and the other was from BERR.. We failed on the one and got the other - but re-applied for the one we had failed on and got it 2nd time around. The grant people took about a month to decide. When we were told that we had got the grants we found out that the grants would be paid out only after we had paid out for the work commissioned. This problem took us a long time to resolve and other committees going for PV grants should think about this in advance

 
The installation We then had to get Planning Permission. GreenEarth Energy had originally suggested that we didn't need it - Weobley village Hall didn't. The planning officer told us that Planning was necessary for non-domestic installations. The costs would be £170. The Parish Council told us that we could get 50% discount if we went through them. We did. We applied with all the planning details. The Planner weren’t happy with our maps and we had to have Ordnance survey ones for an extra £50. Finally in early December 2009 GreenEarth installed the panels and within 4-6 weeks the Grants had been paid.
And the results so far?

By March 18th the panels had generated 500 kw hours of energy - 500 x £0.15 = £75 - which is more than 6 months of our electricity usage. Our usual yearly electricity cost is £125-£130. Once we are on the £0.41p schedule come April 1st - we are looking at an income of £1,250 to £1,500 per year for the Hall.
If you want to know more you can contact Sarah Morgan on morgan.mason@btinternet.com. And/or visit the website  http:/www.bredwardine-brobury.org.uk/pages/hall.htm#projects
 
