Areley Kings Village Hall   - A step by step approach to going Green
Areley Kings Village Hall doesn’t have a wind turbine or solar panels, it doesn’t have reed beds to clean its grey water but it is greener than you think due to its long term programme of installing energy efficiency measures that its trustees are carrying out with the financial support of the community. 
 When facing a serious rise in our energy bills three years ago we knew it was imperative to do something to keep costs under control. We were also aware that the green agenda meant we should be acting responsible towards our environment and set an example to those using the hall. So, since 2007 we have installed;

· PIR sensors in the kitchen, toilets and storage rooms stopping lights being left on longer than necessary

· High powered, fast hand driers which have made a significant difference to energy usage using over 80% less energy than conventional driers. [And environmentalists also vote for electric driers over paper towels every time which surprised us.] 
· Timers on all fan heaters, limiting those needing a quick blast of hot air to 15 minutes. 
· Sweep fans in the high ceiling of the main hall which automatically pushes down warm air to where it is needed as well as acting as cooling fans in the summer

The changing of our energy supplier to a green alternative was considered by the trustees but it must be acknowledged that these are more expensive. So we have decided to put the monies we save by staying with the cheapest supplier into a reserve to fund a switch to ground source heating in the near future. The result of all these ongoing improvements means our energy bill is no higher than 6 years ago, despite the dramatic hike in prices since we opened the building in 2004.
Areley Kings Village Hall is a clear example of installing energy efficiency measures pays dividends in the long term and ensures financial sustainability is not threatened by fuel bills.
Bev HAYWARD CF Trustee and Areley Kings Village Hall Committee member
Contact Rob Grunsell on robg@comfirst.org.uk if you wish to talk further to this committee about what they have done and plan to do
